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In short, while not disagreeing there are urgent problems of hunger and
starvation to overcome we shall not fall into the trap of economistic

reasoning. If not even our thinking and theories are geared to broader,
more human, perspectives practice will certainly not tske care of itself

but continue in the direction described above. So, in what direction an

alternative theory?
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in North America. The problem is that these conditions usually do not obtain.
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the influence of storage fechnigues and

being considerable, as causes and consequences
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should be emphasized that distribution is not

Tt is

==, In any case 1t merely

a question of land; it also covers the other four production factors.
a question of distributing credit facilities (or their equivalents in kind); of
distributing better the quality of labour through adequate health care and
schooling in the countryside; of distributing research by making both the
production and use of research results more accessible to the rural population
and of more participatory institutions. ZFmphasis on one factor alone is
unlikely to produce good results; emphasis on all may bring about a variety of

new styles of production, not only styles A and B mentioned above.
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tgkon nlace  woulcd an o strilkks cew o nrcanorcgral celmocas. Once more: all
of this hangs together. Only a holistic approach is realistic; sectional
"solutions" referring to "agriculture" alone or "rural development" alone will
backfire. The problems discussed under such headings are of such magnitudes
that they administratively fall under the Prime Minister's Office rather than
the Ministry of Agriculture, under the UN General Assembly rather than FAO.
Above all it belongs to people themselves - and they will find other ways and

means, sooner or later. It is an uphill fight - as we know.
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Loege i s People in general, all over, have been short-changed by
these approaches, not only those starving, either in the countryside or as
refugees from the countryside. That they deserve first priority in action
should not serve as an excuse not to develop theoiies, and practice, also
relevant for victims in overdeveloped countries. And at this point there is
the danger that basic needs approaches make us too modest, not sufficiently
tuned to food as a source of delight and enrichment and to the entire human

habitat as an integrated whole.
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colion ia dann since cyardye, They are not only starving; they are dead.

It takes much cynicism to refer to the primitive accumulation of surplus from
the work of exploited rural people - directly by using the surplus for export,
indirectly, by using the surplus to feed workers cheaply so that what they
produce can be exported competitively - as "development", even as a way of
building "civilization'". Almost any step to counteract this tendency is bound
to be progressive; harboring no illusion that it will continue to be, very much,

an uphill fight.
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475 this is from his 1966 autobiograpny.

reference.



